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A  8hort  Memoir  of"  jflrs.  8elina  Cooley. 

ALSO    THE 

ISeriiiou  preached  at  her  Funeral, 

By  Rev.  William  M.  Richards,  of  South  Deerfield. 

MEMOIR. 

Mrs.  Selina  Cooley,  who  was  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
William  and  Mrs.  Lucy  Riddel,  and  grand-daughter  of  the 
late  Rev.  Samuel  Hopkins  of  Hadley,  was  born  at  Wor- 
cester, June  19th,  1807,  where  her  mother  was  residing 
with  her  sister,  in  the  family  of  the  late  Rev.  Samuel 
Austin,  after  her  own  had  been  broken  up  for  a  while,  by 
dismission  from  the  ministry  in  Bristol  in  the  now  state 
of  Maine.  She  was  there  publicly  dedicated  to  God  by 
her  parents,  and  baptized  by  her  father,  an  exchange 
from  a  neighboring  pulpit,  where  he  was  supplying,  hav- 
ing been  effected  for  that  purpose.  She  was  of  a  rather 
slender  constitution,  but  never  had  many  turns  of  sick- 
ness. Her  natural  temper  was  mild  and  affectionate  ; 
and  it  is  not  recollected  that  there  was  ever  any  thing  to 
call  sparring  between  her  and  her  brother  and  sister,  or 
other  children  or  youths,  at  school  or  elsewhere.  When 
old  enough  to  attend  academic  schools,  as  she  did  eight 
or  ten  quarters,  she  found  very  ardent  friends  among 
those  of  her  sex  and  age,  as  was  observed  at  the  time, 
and  has  also  been  very  evident  from  a  late  mournful  re- 
view of  the  letters  of  her  juvenile  correspondents.  Her 
afTectionate  mother,  after  years  of  infirmity,  died  when 
she  was  but  six  years  and  a  half  old.  Her  up-bringing 
therefore  lay  wholly  with  the  other  parent,  whose  great- 
est object  respecting  his  children  was  to  make  them 
healthful,  intelligent,  active,  virtuous,  and  useful,  rather 
than  implant  and  cultivate  injurious  tastes  and  appetites, 
or  addict  them  to  the  foolish  fripperies  of  dress,  or  the  ir- 
rational and  wicked  sports  and  amusements,  in  which 
children  and  youths  are  commonly  educated,  by  their  un- 
thinking or  unprincipled  parents.  As  it  was  his  lot  to 
live  among  people  of  this  description,  though  in  In  any 
things  good  neighbors,  he  generally  kept  his  family  by 
themselves,  in  society  with  himself  and  one  another,  mod- 
erately occupied  with  business  and  books.  This  of  course 
exposed  him  to  censure,  but  it  had  the  desired  and  happy 


effect  on  the  children,  as  it  kept  them  more  free  from  the 
formation  of  hurtful  and  vicious  habits,  and  rendered 
them  capable  of  intelligent  conversation  with  people  above 
their  age ;  by  whom,  as  far  as  acquainted,  they  were  al- 
ways treated  with  peculiar  respect.  As  this  child  was 
the  youngest  of  the  three,  she  had  not  only  the  common 
benefit  of  this  physical,  intellectual,  and  moral  course, 
but  the  example  of  the  elder  ones  to  guide  and  confirm 
her  in  it ;  and  with  them  the  advantage  of  occasionally 
seeing  and  associating  with  the  more  respectable  families 
abroad.     Though  not  bred  to  domestic  business  so  thor- 

'oughly  under  a  father's  dictation  as  she  would  under  a 
mother's,  this  was  not  much  injury  to  her,  since  all  intel- 
ligent people  know,  that  no  small  portion  of  the  business 
in  both  higher  and  lower  families  consists  in  such  labors 
about  diet,  dress,  or  company,  as  are  of  little  real  value, 
and  a  great  hindrance  to  the  mental  improvement  of  most 
females,  who  would  otherwise  out-rival  the  other  sex  in 
these  acquisitions.  She  had  a  taste  for  knowledge,  and 
was  able  to  make  proficiency  in  her  studies  with  greater 

-facility  than  many.  She  always  readily  attended  to  reli- 
gious instruction  in  the  family,  as  Sabbath  schools  were 
not  then  in  operation  where  she  lived.  She,  with  the 
other  two,  early  committed  the  whole  Assembly's  Cate- 
chism to  memory,  a  good  portion  of  Emerson's,  and  a 
part  of  Wilbur's  Biblical, — the  sisters  as  many  as  fifty  of 
those  long  answers.  They  also,  when  not  occupied  with 
other  studies  as  their  brother  was,  committed  many 
psalms  and  hymns,  chiefly  from  Watts.  They  had  little 
manuals,  in  which  were  inserted,  the  first  line,  the  place 
where  found,  and  the  number  of  each  one  in  the  order 
committed  ;  and  these,  with  the  aid  of  the  psalm  book, 
guided  the  parent  in  hearing  them  recite  alternately.  The 
manual  of  the  deceased  is  now  before  me,  and  its  highest 
number  is  91,  her  sister's,  as  it  is  recollected,  not  being 
less  than  the  same  amount.  All  that  have  been  mention- 
ed were  rehearsed,  on  the  evening  before  the  Sabbath, 
v/ithout  drowsiness  or  carelessness.  When  these  lessons 
became  too  much  for  one  evening,  two  were  appropri- 
ated to  it,  and  finally  three,  two  for  the  catechisms,  and 
a  third  for  the  psalms  and  hymns  ;  and  it  was  found  a 
profitable  manner  of  beginning  the  Sabbath,  after  family 
prayers  had  been  attended  near  the  setting  of  the  sun. 
This  account  of  the  deceased  could  not  well    be  given, 


without  extending  it  beyond  herself,  which  is  the  apology 
for  so  doing.  Though  she  had  not  much  separate  paren- 
tal examination  and  exhortation,  her  mind  appeared  after- 
wards to  have  been  of  its  own  accord  seriously  disposed. 
When  watched  with  one  night  under  a  dangerous  disease 
in  the  fore-part  of  her  fourteenth  year,  on  being  question- 
ed about  her  views  of  religion,  and  the  state  of  her  soul, 
she  discovered  that  she  had  been  thoughtful  about  herself 
for  several  years.  "  I  have  prayed,"  said  she,  '*  in  secret 
ever  since  I  was  a  little  girl.  I  began  when  we  lived  in 
the  old  house  in  Gill ;  where,  hearing  Pa  pray  for  me,  I 
thought  I  ought  to  pray  for  myself"  This,  with  more 
she  then  said  of  the  same  kind,  was  written  down  soon 
after  uttered.  As  she  lived  in  that  house  two  summers 
and  one  winter,  it  cannot  be  said  exactly  when  she  com- 
menced this  course  of  secret  prayer  ;  but  it  must  have 
been  when  she  was  no  more  than  seven  or  eight  years  old. 
Accordingly  her  compositions,  which  were  read  in  the 
academy  before  as  well  as  after  this  sickness,  were  mostly 
of  a  serious  and  religious  character,  as  appears  from  re- 
viewing them.  More  than  two  years  after  this,  or  in  the 
early  part  of  1823,  when  attending  school  at  Hadley, 
where  some  revival  of  religion  then  existed,  she  was 
brought  under  great  distress  of  mind  for  a  time,  until  she 
obtained  a  hope  that  she  had  submitted  to  God,  and  found 
comfort  in  Christ.  After  this  she  appeared  devoted  and 
happy  in  religion,  and  in  the  society  of  her  sister  who 
had  a  few  weeks  before  her  obtained  a  hope,  when  attend- 
ing school  at  New  Haven.  Her  seriousness,  though  in- 
termingled with  cheerfulness  and  sprightliness,  seemed  to 
be  uniform ;  and  she  was  always  ready  to  go  any  practi- 
cable distance  to  public  worship,  or  more  private  meet- 
ings ;  as  orthodox  preaching  was  enjoyed  in  the  town  but 
part  of  the  time,  and  then  three  or  four  miles  distant. 
With  tender  emotion  it  is  recollected  what  psalms  and 
hymns  were  sung  on  these  Sabbath  rides,  when  at  a  prop- 
er distance  from  houses  or  company.  Residing  when  at 
home  where  religious  society  was  in  a  broken  and  low 
state,  she  did  not  offer  herself  to  any  church,  till  two 
years  and  a  half  after  she  had  obtained  her  hope,  when 
she  and  her  sister  were  received  together  into  the  church 
of  Hadley.  Somewhere  about  this  time  as  is  supposed, 
there  being  no  date  to  the  paper,  she  wrote  and  adopted 
the  following  covenant  and   resolutions.      Covenant. — 


**  O  most  gracious  Jehovah  !  I  am  a  most  guilty  and  vile 
sinner,  deserving  thy  wrath  and  displeasure  forever.  I 
am  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins,  and  no  povt^er  but  thine 
can  save  me.  Thou  hast  commanded  me  to  love  and 
serve  thee,  but  I  have  refused.  Thy  holy  commands  I 
have  slighted,  and  even  the  blood  of  the  Saviour  I  have 
rejected.  Thou  hast  provided  a  way  whereby  I  can  be 
saved.  Jesus  Christ  has  died  for  sinners.  Through 
Christ  thou  canst  show  mercy,  and  infuse  into  my  carnal 
heart  a  principle  of  holy  love. — I  now  desire,  through  Je- 
sus Christ,  and  on  account  of  his  atonement,  to  give  my- 
self wholly  to  thee.  I  give  myself  to  God  the  Father  as 
my  rightful  Sovereign,  my  merciful  Father,  and  my  con- 
stant Benefactor  ;  to  God  the  Son  as  my  Prophet,  Priest, 
and  King,  my  only  Saviour  and  Redeemer  ;  and  to  God 
the  Holy  Ghost  as  my  Sanctifier,  Guide,  and  Comforter  ; 
humbly  praying  for  grace  to  devote  myself  entirely  and 
eternally  to  thee,  and  to  consecrate  to  thee  all  I  have  and 
am,  my  health,  my  time,  my  influence ;  and  to  rejoice  to 
be  guided  and  governed  by  thy  will  in  all  things.  I  take 
thy  word  as  my  rule.  I  renounce  this  world  as  my  best 
good,  and  take  thee  as  my  portion  forever. — O  Lord,  let 
this  covenant,  made  in  weakness  and  fearfulness  on  earth, 
be  ratified  in  heaven ;  and  give  me  thy  grace,  that  I  may 
cleave  to  it  to  the  end  of  my  life,  for  the  Redeemer's 
sake.    Amen." 

Resolutions. — "  O  thou  God  of  all  grace,  I  humbly  be- 
seech thee  to  enable  me  to  keep  the  following  resolutions. 
— I  resolve  to  cultivate  a  spirit  of  fervent  and  sincere 
prayer  daily,  and  to  do  all  things  from  a  regard  to  the 
honor  and  glory  of  God,  endeavoring  to  please  him. — I 
resolve  to  do  with  my  might  what  my  hands  find  to  do, 
and  daily  to  accomplish  as  much  as  my  health  will  per- 
mit.— I  resolve  to  correct  my  faults  so  far  as  I  know  them, 
and  to  be  doing  good  or  getting  good  constantly. — I  re- 
solve to  strive  for  the  charity  spoken  of  by  the  apostle, 
and  to  see  that  my  temper  is  in  all  respects  amiable.-— -I 
resolve  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  make  religion  lovely  in 
my  own  conduct,  and  to  endeavor  to  influence  others  to 
embrace  it,  so  far  as  I  can." 

With  the  above  the  following  paper  was  found,  in  her 
hand  writing,  entitled,  "  Fixed  principles  by  which  I  ih^ 
tend  to  regulate  my  conduct. — 1st,  I  will  endeavor  to  be 
a  consistent'  Christian,  and  daily  regulate  my  life  by  the 


rules  of  God's  word. — 2d,  I  will  endeavor  to  be  uniform- 
ly cheerful,  serene,    and   amiable  in  my  temper. — 3d,  I 
will  strive  to  act  in  such  a  manner  as  to  have  the  appro- 
bation of  my  own  conscience  in  every  thing.     I  will  ask 
myself,  how  ought  I  to  act  at  this  time,  and  under  these 
circumstances'?  and  having  ascertained  my  duty,   I  will 
endeavor  to  act  agreeably  to  it. — Formed  the  last  day  of 
July,    1832." — It   appears  from  some  evidence,   that  she 
reviewed  this  covenant  and'  the  resolutions   before  each 
communion.     The  pious  resolutions  of  the  Tract  Society, 
Knox's  renewing  covenant  with  God  at  the   Lord's  table, 
and  Harris'  Q-uestions  on  Christian  experience  and  char- 
acter, were  laid  by  with  her  covenant,  and  from  the  wear 
of  the    pamphlets   appear  to   have  been  frequently  used. 
With  these  is  found  a  paper  in  her  hand  writing,  being  in 
the  form  of  a  backslidden  church's  renev*ral  of  covenant, 
and  resolving  to  live  more  to  the  glory  of  God,    and  the 
good  of  souls.     This  also   bears  marks  of  having  been 
used.    The  following,  entitled  by  her  a  Diary,  dated  1824, 
which  was   the   year  before  she   joined   the  church,  but 
soon  discontinued,   has  been  found  among  her  papers. — 
"  Thursday,  December  23.     When  nine  years  of  age  [it 
should  have   been  at  least  eight,    according  to  what  she 
before  stated  as  to  the  place]  I  first  prayed  to  God  in  se- 
cret.    Since  then  I  have   had  more  or  less  thoughts  on 
the  subject  of  religion ;  but  date  the  time,  when  I   think 
God  converted  me   to   himself,   in  the  winter  of  1823. — 
Friday,   Dec.  24.     Was  unusually  slothful   in   the  morn- 
ing, but  have  had  some  freedom  in  prayer.     I  feel  a  want 
of  spirituality.     I  find  alas !    that  the  world   and  its  con- 
cerns are  getting  uppermost.     O,  may   I  not  choose  this 
vain  world  for  my  portion. — Lord's  day,  Dec.  26.     In  the 
morning,  seemed  to  draw  near  to  God  in  prayer  ;  but  had 
many  worldly  and  trifling  thoughts  during  the  day.     Did 
not  receive  my  usual   pleasure  from  ordinances,    and  was 
somewhat  negligent  in  self-examination. — Tuesday,  Dec. 
28.     Had  some  enlargement  in  prayer ;  but  was  not  so 
watchful  as  I  ought  to  be  over  my  thoughts  and  temper. 
O,  when  will  that  happy  time  come,  when  I  shall   not  sin 
against  God,  nor  do  any  thing  to  displease  him  ? — Wed- 
nesday,  Dec.  29.     Was  much  occupied  in  thinking  on 
worldly  things,   that  did  not  require  my  attention.     Dis- 
covered in  myself  a  repining  spirit.     I  seemed  to  draw 
near  to  God  in  prayer,  morning  and  noon. — Thursday, 


Jan.  1.  Have  reason  to  bless  God  for  having  brought  me 
through  another  year  vt^ith  so  much  mercy.  O,  may  he 
pardon  the  follies  and  sins  of  the  past  year,  and  help  me, 
through  the  year  now  commenced,  to  live  to  his  praise 
and  glory.  Have  this  day  had  some  thoughts  that  were 
refreshing,  upon  the  willingness  of  God  to  hear  prayer. — 
March  29.  Still  forgetful  of  God,  and  prone  to  love  this 
vain  world.  O,  when  will  my  affections  be  placed  more 
entirely  on  God.  Have  visited,  and  had  no  opportunity 
to  speak  upon  religion.  I  think  I  see  the  unsatisfying 
nature  of  all  this  world  can  afford.  Its  pleasures  are  tran- 
sient ;  and  O  may  I  learn  to  seek  for  happiness  in  loving 
and  serving  God  alone." — Such  now  appears  to  have  been 
her  secret  acts  before  God,  and  her  endeavors  to  keep 
her  heart.  Thouo-h  these  roots  of  the  tree  were  out  of 
our  sight,  the  fruits  were  visible  to  her  acquaintances.  In 
the  six  or  seven  different  schools  she  taught,  she  inculca- 
ted on  the  children  good  morals  and  religion,  as  well  as 
learning;  and  was  allowed  to  have  some  success  in  the 
first  as  well  as  in  the  last.  She  sometimes  with  earnest- 
ness urged  personal  religion  on  acquaintances,  who  did 
not  profess  it ;  and  at  others  was  distressed  at  seeing  ma- 
ny opening  their  ears  to  the  most  false  and  destructive 
doctrines.  Havincp  married  in  the  fall  of  1832,  and  be- 
come  a  parent  not  much  more  than  a  year  afterwards,  she 
took  a  part  with  the  maternal  association  in  the  place,  as 
she  had  always  been  friendly  to  all  the  other  benevolent 
societies.  She  was  sincere  and  ardent  in  her  friendship 
for  all  her  pious  intimates,  and  received  returns  of  the 
same  kind  from  them'.  But  in  the  morning  of  a  life  thus 
promising  comfort  to  relatives,  and  usefulness  in  the 
world,  it  pleased  a  sovereign  and  righteous  God,  who 
seeth  not  as  man  seeth,  to  cut  short  her  days.  She  was 
taken  with  spasmodic  colic,  which  terminated  in  infiama- 
tion  of  the  bowels,  and,  after  six  days  of  distressing  sick- 
ness, she  breathed  out  her  spirit  into  the  bosom,  as  we 
trust,  of  her  Saviour,  on  the  2d  of  March,  1837,  in  the 
thirtieth  yea^*  of  her  age.  Presently  after  the  commence- 
ment of  her  illness,  her  observations  to  her  husband  and 
Other  friends  showed,  that  she  expected  death.  Her  dis- 
ease rendered  her  unable  to  converse  much.  To  one  she 
said,  "  Eternity  is  a  dark  subject ;  and  I  suppose  I  should 
have  known  more  respecting  it,  if  I  had  been  more  faith- 
ful ;  but  I  think  I  can  say,  *  Jesus,  to  thy  dear  faithful 


hand  my  naked  soul  I  trust."  To  her  father,  who  arrived 
about  four  hours  and  a  half  before  she  expired,  she  said 
as  he  came  to  her  bed-side,  "  I  am  your  dying  child ;" 
and  presently  afterwards,  "  You  must  give  me  up  in 
faith."  When  he  asked  her  how  she  felt  in  her  mind, 
she  replied,  "  I  have  had  so  much  distress,  that  I  cannot 
think  much,  nor  talk  without  exhausting  me ;  but  I  am  a 
great  sinner."  When  he  told  her  she  must  submit  to  the 
will  of  God,  and  cast  herself  on  his  mercy  through  Christ, 
and  pray,  '  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner,'  she  replied, 
*'  All  I  can  say  is,  '  Shew  pity,  Lord,  O  Lord,  forgive." 
Her  little  son,  three  years  old,  who  had  been  absent 
through  most  of  her  sickness,  was  brought  to  her  bed,  and 
she  said  to  him,  "  I  am  sick,  and  must  go  away;  I  hope 
I  am  willing ;  you  must  be  a  good  boy,  and  must  love 
God."  The  infant  had  been  brought,  but  her  distress  at 
the  time  hindered  her  from  taking  much  notice  of  it. 
She  said  in  her  distress  two  different  times,  "  Why  are 
his  chariot  Avheels  so  lono^  in  comincr."  She  wanted  her 
father  to  pray,  and  when  asked  by  him  if  she  heard  the 
prayer,  answered,  Yes.  After  this  she  called  for  her  fa- 
ther and  mother  Cooley,  near  whom  she  had  lived  more 
than  four  years  in  the  most  friendly  intercourse,  and  said 
to  them,  ''  I  thank  you  for  all  your  kindnesses."  When 
asked  by  her  father  if  she  had  any  thing  to  say  to  her  ab- 
sent brother  and  sister,  she  replied,  ''  Much,  but  can't ;" 
and  if  she  felt  that  religion  was  the  only  thing  of  impor- 
tance in  the  world,  to  which  she  could  only  answer,  Yes. 
Another  prayer  was  made  in  the  room,  and  not  long  af- 
terwards, when  she  appeared  near  her  departure,  her  soul 
was  again  commended  to  God,  during  which,  in  a  parox- 
ism of  distress  like  preceding  ones,  she  resigned  her  spirit 
to  him  who  gave  it,  about  half  past  seven  on  Thursday  even- 
ing. On  Saturday  evening,  her  brother  arrived  from  Con- 
necticut ;  and  on  Sabbath  afternoon,  the  corpse  was  car- 
ried to  the  meeting-house,  where  her  infant  daughter  of 
ten  weeks  old  was  dedicated  to  God  in  baptism,  receiving 
her  name,  instead  of  the  whole  of  her  mother's  as  before 
determined,  and  the  following  sermon  delivered  to  a  full 
and  attentive  assembly  ;  and  from  thence  it  was  borne  to 
and  deposited  in  the  grave,  there  to  sleep,  among  kindred 
dust,  till  the  resurrection  morn. 

As  this  sketch  has  been  written  to  be  a  memorial  of  her 
to  her  relatives  and  acquaintances,  and  especially  to  make 


her  known,  and  exhibit  her  as  an  example,  to  her  infant 
children,  should  their  lives  be  spared  till  they  become  ca- 
pable of  serious  thought,  no  reflections  will  be  here  ad- 
ded, but  each  reader  left  to  apply  the  subject  for  himself 
We  are  all  but  a  few  steps  behind  her  in  the  way  to  the 
grave  and  world  of  spirits  ;  and  whatever  God  graciously 
enabled  her  to  do  in  preparation  for  entering  them,  is  wor- 
thy of  our  serious  consideration  and  imitation. 


A  Sjtecimen  of  her  Composition,  read  in  the  Lyceum 
at  B—,  A,  D.  1837. 

It  has  been  advanced  in  this  Lyceum,  that  the  art  of 
dancing  is  an  important  and  useful  art ;  but,  before  we 
acquiesce  in  this  position,  we  feel  disposed  to  make  some 
further  inquiries.  Its  advocates  affirm,  that  it  tends  very 
much  to  improve  the  manners.  But  is  it  not  a  fact,  that 
we  see  many,  who  have  attended  our  common  dancing 
schools  for  months,  as  uncouth  and  ill-mannered  as  they 
were  before  ?  Is  not  this  invariably  the  case,  when  their 
other  advantages  are  small  ?  And  does  not  this  show, 
that  dancing  alone  will  not  add  elegance  to  manners  ? 
Milton  says  of  Eve,  "  Grace  was  in  all  her  steps,  heaven 
in  her  eye,  in  every  gesture  dignity  and  love."  Why 
were  her  manners  so  elegant  and  graceful  ?  Not  because 
she  had  been  taught  to  dance,  but  because  she  had  a  good 
heart,  and  acted  from  good  feelings.  Let  us  cultivate 
good  feelings,  and  our  manner  of  acting  will  be  pleasant 
and  agreeable.  Let  us  habituate  ourselves  to  propriety  of 
conduct,  and  it  will  sit  easily  and  gracefully  upon  us. 
The  Rev.  Doctor  Sprague,  whose  instructive  "  Letters  to 
a  Daughter"  have  been  read  with  delight,  says,  "  If  you 
cultivate  an  amiable  temper,  it  will  require  but  little  addi- 
tional attention,  to  render  your  manners  agreeable  and  en- 
gaging. Next  to  this  it  is  important,  that  you  should 
have  so  much  self-command,  that  you  can  act  out  your 
feelings  without  embarrassment."  Let  us  improve  every 
opportunity  to  become  acquainted  with  people  of  taste 
and  refinement,  and  it  will  be  of  more  advantage  to  us, 
than  twenty  dancing  schools.  The  manners  acquired  at 
such  schools  are  generally  too  artificial  to  be  pleasing  to 
people  of  fine  sense. 


It  is  also  argued,  that  it  is  a  healthful  and  pleasant  ex- 
ercise. As  to  the  simple  exercise  of  dancing,  when  prac- 
ticed moderately  for  health  or  amusement,  we  have  no  ob- 
jections. We  suppose  a  few  young  people  when  together 
may  as  well  dance  a  little,  as  jump  the  rope  or  play  battle- 
door.  But  the  manner,  in  which  dancing  is  usually  prac- 
ticed in  dancinor  schools  and  balls,  we  do  not  consider 
beneficial  but  injurious  tO  health.  After  excessive  exer- 
cise, to  rush  into  the  open  air  thinly  clothed,  taken  to- 
gether with  late  hours,  must  be  injurious  to  any  constitu- 
tion. We  may  add,  that  we  have  a  sufficient  variety  of 
pleasant  and  useful  employments  for  exercise,  without  be- 
ing at  the  expense  and  trouble  of  learning  to  dance. 

It  was  also  argued  to  be  improving  to  the  mind.  If 
this  is  the  case,  we  think  it  must  be  so  in  but  a  very  small 
degree.  To  secure  any  considerable  improvement  of 
mind,  we  must  habituate  ourselves  to  much  close  thought, 
and  patient  investigation.  Dancing  appears  calculated 
rather  to  dissipate  than  discipline  and  improve  the  mind. 
We  add,  that  a  person  much  devoted  to  dancing  cannot 
possess  a  character  of  much  weight  and  dignity.  Young 
people  also  find  themselves  unfitted  for  the  common  duties 
of  life  after  a  ball.  Instead  of  being  refreshed,  they  are 
commonly  fatigued. — -Thus  we  have  briefly  examined  the 
chief  arguments  in  favor  of  dancing,  and  cannot  think 
them  valid.  If  we  have  taken  a  correct  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, there  is  not  so  much  gained  by  acquiring  the  art  of 
dancing  as  was  supposed.  We  will  now  consider  what  is 
lost  by  the  practice.  There  is  much  precious  time  lost. 
Says  Young,  "  What  is  the  worth  of  time?  Ask  death- 
beds, they  can  tell."  There  is  also  much  money  lost ; — 
money  sufficient  to  affiDrd  us  many  advantages  for  educa- 
tion, or  to  send  the  word  of  life  to  multitudes  who  are 
perishing  for  lack  of  vision.  We  also  venture  the  loss  of 
our  health,  which  is  of  more  value  to  us  than  all  other 
earthly  blessings  combined.  Habits  of  industry,  and  qual- 
ifications for  future  success  in  business,  are  also  lost.  We 
will  therefore  leave  it  to  all  candid  and  reflecting  minds 
to  decide,  whether  the  loss  is  not  greater  than  the  gain, 
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8  E  R  M  O  IV. 

The  righteous  man  perisheth,  and  no  man  layeth  it  to  heart ;  and  merciful 
men  are  taken  away,  none  considering  that  the  righteous  is  taken  away 
from  the  evil  to  come. — Isaiah  Ivii.  1. 

Filled  as  this  world  is  with  sin,  and  abounding  as  it 
does  with  wretchedness  and  death — the  consequence  of 
sin,  it  is  pleasant  to  turn  away  the  eye  occasionally  from 
the  general  corruption  and  the  general  woe,  to  contem- 
plate individual  cases  of  holiness  and  happiness.  Mad  as 
the  world  is  upon  its  idols,  there  are  some  who  have  a 
God.  Busy  as  men  generally  are  in  sin,  some  seek  after 
honor  and  immortality.  Perhaps  ten  or  twenty  millions, 
out  of  the  seven  or  eight  hundred  of  the  human  family 
now  upon  earth,  are  Christians.  All  do  not  die  without 
hope.  Therefore  it  is  better  to  go  to  the  house  of  mourn- 
ing, than  the  house  of  feasting ;  for  there  we  learn  that, 
though  God  is  just,  he  can  notwithstanding  be  the  Justifi- 
er  and  Saviour  of  them  that  believe. 

'^  The  righteous  perisheth,  and  no  man  layeth  it  to 
heart."  This  is  a  general  proposition,  which  does  not 
mean  all,  that  seems  in  this  place  to  be  intimated.  The 
righteous  man  does  not  perish,  except  his  body ;  and  that 
is  to  be  revived  and  re-created  in  glory.  The  saints  can- 
not escape  death.  They  must  die  like  other  men,  and  be 
turned  to  corruption.  They  must  sustain  a  weight  of 
glory,  as  well  as  the  wicked  a  burden  of  pain ;  and  flesh 
and  blood  cannot  do  this.  It  is  therefore  subjected  to 
the  chimistry  of  the  grave,  preparatory  to  the  great 
change,  that  is  to  take  place  at  the  resurrection.  And 
God  would  not  have  his  people  totally  ignorant  of  what 
Jesus  Christ  suffered  to  save  them.  He  therefore  makes 
them  taste  of  death  even  as  he  did.  But  they  do  not  per- 
ish. They  only  die ;  and  no  man  layeth  it  to  heart. 
What,  shall  a  saint  leave  the  earth,  and  all  pain  and  sor- 
row, and  enter  heaven,  yet  no  man  care  any  thing  about 
it?  Shall  we  be  deprived  of  the  heavenly  influence  of 
the  people  of  God,  and  not  think  of  it,  nor  mourn  because 
they  are  not  ?  We  are  told  that  this  is  the  case,  deroga- 
tory as  the  fact  may  be  to  boasted  human  reason.  And 
what  is  the  cause  of  such  brutish  stupidity  1  There  are 
more  reasons  than  one. — Guilty  men  do  not  wish  to  look 
at  death  and  destruction  as  the  consequences  of  their  sin  ; 
and  so   they   bury  thought  and  sensibility  in  the  same 


11 

grave,  in  which  they  inter  their  impenitent  neighbors. 
If  they  were  to  think  of  them,  analogy  would  lead  them  to 
think  of  themselves,  arid  they  would  be  convicted ;  but 
they  would  rather  die  in  insensibility  than  do  this.  And 
to  be  consistent,  and  keep  the  disagreeable  subject  of 
eternity  out  of  mind,  they  arrest  all  thought  at  the  grave 
of  the  believer,  making  no  inquiry  about  his  happiness ; — 
thus  shutting,  in  the  face  of  a  legitimate  curiosity,  both 
doors  of  the  world  of  spirits. — The  wicked  dies,  and  no 
man  regards  it,  because  the  subject  is  painful.  The 
righteous  dies  also,  and  no  man  lays  it  to  heart,  because 
the  contrast  between  his  state  and  that  of  the  lost  would 
inevitably  rise  up  to  view.  But  why  this  infatuation  1 
Can  perdition  be  hindered  by  thoughtlessness,  or  salvation 
be  obtained  by  stupidity  ?  Men  do  not  treat  the  future 
with  such  sottish  neglect,  when  it  holds  out  any  earthly 
good,  or  threatens  any  earthly  evil.  They  are  all  alive  to 
the  supposed  weighty  questions — What  shall  we  eat  1 
what  shall  we  drink  ?  and  wherewithal  shall  we  be  cloth- 
ed ? — But  have  no  hungerings  and  thirstings  after  righte- 
ousness ; — no  desire  to  be  clothed  upon  "  with  the  pure 
linen,  white  and  clean,"  with  which  John  saw  believers  in 
glory  clothed.  There  is  no  need^  of  our  remaining  in  ig- 
norance about  the  state  of  the  dead.  God  has  given  us  a 
'^  penetrating  spy-glass,"  that  can  reach  into  the  recesses 
of  the  grave.  He  has  said,  that  *'  he  that  believeth  shall 
be  saved,  and  he  that  believeth  not  shall  be  damned."  He 
has  told  us  also,  by  a  sufficient  variety  and  explicitness  of 
illustration,  what  salvation  and  damnation  mean.  He  has 
parted  for  us  the  curtains  of  heaven,  and  lifted  the  cover- 
ing of  hell,  and  it  is  our  own  fault  if  we  are  ignorant  of 
the  world  to  come.  Yet  this  is  a  fault  of  which  even 
Christians  are  often  guilty.  "  Eternity  is  a  dark  subject," 
said  our  dear  departed  sister,  "  but  I  suppose  I  should 
have  known  more  about  it,  if  I  had  been  more  faithful." 

"  The  righteous  perisheth,  and  no  man  layeth  it  to 
heart."  This  means,  I  suppose,  that  none  are  sufficiently 
thoughtful  respecting  it,  when  the  good  man  dies.  But 
let  us,  my  hearers,  be  among  the  sober  few,  who  do  re- 
volve in  their  minds  the  rebukes  of  Providence,  when  he 
removes  the  righteous  from  the  earth.  Let  us  grasp  the 
thoughts  expressed  and  intimated  in  the  text,  and  ponder 
for  a  while,  over  the  new-made  coffin,  x)n  the  evils  from 


12 

which  they  are  released  at  death,  and  the  glory  to  which 
they  attain  as  they  exchange  worlds. 

We  are  not  prone  to  consider  and  lay  to  heart,  that  the 
dead,  who  die  in  the  Lord,  are  released  from  pain.  Pain 
and  sin  are  united  together,  by  fearfully  strong  and  com- 
plicated ties.  Our  bodies  are  wonderfully  made ;  and  one 
wonder  in  their  constitution  is,  that  they  present  so  many 
avenues  of  pain.  If  a  single  nerve  is  deranged,  it  throws 
the  whole  body  perhaps  into  an  agony.  There  are  indi- 
viduals a  very  little  of  whose  lives  passes  in  enjoyment  or 
ease.  Some  little  pain  is  a  constant  thorn  to  their  flesh  ; 
and  the  pains  of  an  excruciating  disease  have  often  made 
persons  wish  for  death.  But  it  is  not  so  with  the  saints 
when  they  die.  They  then  enter  into  peace ;  they  rest  in 
their  beds.  They  escape  all  sickness  and  all  sorrow. 
Disease  cannot  riot  on  the  vitals  forever.  When  it  has 
gnawed  the  heart-strings  asunder,  it  has  done  its  work, 
and  must  seek  another  victim.  And  the  Christian's  grief 
cannot  exist  beyond  the  grave.  I  do  not  say  that  he  can- 
not have  contrition  for  sin  even  in  heaven  ;  but  the  sor- 
row that  worketh  death  is  bounded  by  his  exit  from  life. 
The  Christian's  sorrow  arises  mostly  from  an  imperfect 
view  of  the  plans  and  operations  of  Providence.  The  re- 
leased spirit  will  be  liable  to  no  such  imperfection ;  or,  if 
it  cannot  see  the  whole,  it  can  trust  for  the  whole.  The 
departed  Christian  wife  does  not  grieve  at  the  grief  of 
a  bereaved  husband,  because  she  sees  that  that  sorrow  is 
necessary  to  subdue  the  hardness  of  his  heart,  and  bring 
him  nearer  to  the  Fountain  of  love  and  mercy.  The  child 
may  feel  thus  with  respect  to  a  parent  or  other  relatives. 
They  were  leaning  on  an  arm  of  flesh,  and  heaven  rejoi- 
ces that  that  arm  is  broken,  and  that  the  sufferer  is  taught 
to  lean  upon  God.  A  mother  feels  better  in  heaven,  as 
she  views  the  ways  of  God  towards  her  orphan  babes  on 
earth,  than  she  would  if  she  were  taking  care  of  them 
herself  The  spirits  of  the  just  made  perfect,  though  they 
are  interested,  do  not  participate,  in  our  griefs. 

They  are  also  free  from  temptation.  They  have  no 
body,  with  its  thousand  earthly  desires,  to  weigh  them 
down,  and  make  them  creep,  when  they  would  take  an 
angel's  wing.  They  are  not  tempted  by  dainties,  nor  al- 
lured by  a  vicious  thirst ;  nor  do  they  hanker  after  inju- 
rious stimulants,  nor  are  they  victims  of  sensuality.  I  do 
not  say  that  those,  who  are  such  in  this  life,  can  gain  ad- 
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mittance  into  heaven  ;  but,  granting  that  they  do  by  a 
late  repentance,  they  do  not  hunger  any  more,  nor  thirst 
any  more,  for  hurtful  and  sinful  things.  They  have  es- 
caped all  temptations,  which  might  have  overcome  them 
through  their  own  weakness.  No  debility  of  body  or 
mind  will  henceforth  prevent  them  from  speaking  or  do- 
ing whatever  their  hearts  wish.  She,  whose  death  we  are 
now  mourning,  no  doubt  had  her  heart  full  when  she  was 
dying,  and  gladly  would  have  uttered  it ; — a  warning  to 
this  friend,  a  word  of  affection  for  another,  and  of  conso- 
lation for  a  third;  but  weakness  and  distress  closed  her 
lips ;  and,  when  asked  whether  she  wished  to  say  any 
thing  to  her  brother  and  sister  who  were  absent,  replied, 
"  Much,  but  can't."  All  she  was  able  to  say,  by  way  of 
warning  her  neighbors  to  prepare  for  death,  was,  "Tell 
Mr.  Richards  to  say  to  the  people,  that  I  little  expected, 
when  I  attended  the  last  funeral,  to  be  called  for  next  my- 
self" There,  my  dear  friends,  is  our  text.  We  may 
make  the  application  ourselves  to  ourselves.  Which  of 
us  may  say  at  the  next  death,  I  did  not  think  I  was  to  be 
the  next  in  the  catalogue  of  mortality  ? 

The  righteous,  when  they  die,  are  taken  away  from  the 
evil  of  being  among  false  brethren.  By  this  expression  I 
do  not  mean  merely  the  Judases  in  the  "  sacramental 
host."  David  said,  ''All  men  are  liars;"  of  course,  pro- 
fessors of  religion  are  sometimes  faithless  and  false.  They 
are  unfaithful  to  their  covenant  obligations.  They  prom- 
ise to  watch  over  and  pray  for  one  another,  but  they  do 
not  ahvays  do  it.  They  promise  to  admonish  each  other 
when  necessary  for  their  good,  but  they  neglect  it.  Our 
departed  friend  and  sister  is  taken  away  from  our  evil  in- 
fluence. We  shall  no  longer  chill  her  with  our  worldly 
conversation,  nor  freeze  her  with  our  lifeless  prayers,  nor 
betray  her  when  wandering  by  setting  a  worse  example 
of  neglect  ourselves. 

The  righteous  are  also  taken  away  from  the  influence 
of  wicked  men.  The  soul  of  Lot,  though  perhaps  not  an 
eminent  saint  himself,  was  pained  with  the  filthy  conver- 
sation of  the  men  of  Sodom.  So  are  Christians  pained 
now  with  what  they  hear  and  see  and  feel ;  and  we  may 
truly  say  it  with  respect  to  all  the  vices,  which  force 
themselves  upon  their  observation  or  contemplation, 
"  Blessed  are  the  dead,  that  die  in  the  Lord,"  for  they: 
are  beyond  the  reach  of  earth's  iniquities.     Our  sister  has 
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been  freed  from  this  evil.  She  will  not  again  fall  in  with 
the  Sabbath-driven  herd  of  cattle,  when  on  her  way  to  the 
house  of  God.  She  will  never  again  hear  from  men  or 
boys  the  horrid  oath,  rolling  along  the  street,  as  though  it 
were  a  suburb  of  the  pit.  She  will  not  see  the  man  of 
drink  inflaming  his  blood  and  besotting  his  soul  with  the 
rum-seller's  poison.  She  will  not  hear  the  clangor  of  the 
church's  contest  about  unessential  points  in  theology. 
She  will  not  hear  cavilers  talk  against  societies  gotten  up 
for  the  purpose  of  doing  good  to  the  world ;  nor  witness 
the  unholy  alliance  between  the  church  and  Belial,  by 
which  the  ignorant  and  helpless  are  denied  the  means  of 
salvation  on  account  of  their  color. 

At  the  head  of  the  beings,  who  fight  against  God,  there 
are  distinct  proofs  of  a  devil.  Impenitent  men  suspect  it, 
and  Christians  know  it.  He  is  the  accuser  of  the  breth- 
ren. He  or  his  angel  is  ever  present  to  whisper  in  their 
ear  discouraging  and  horrid  things,  to  present  temptation 
before  them  in  its  most  attractive  form,  and,  when  they 
have  yielded  to  it,  to  reproach  them  and  make  them  mis- 
erable for  it.  From  this  evil  also  the  blessed  dead  escape. 
The  destroyer's  chain  is  so  shortened,  that  he  cannot  leap 
into  heaven.  That  is  a  glorious  promise,  which  the  Sav- 
iour makes  to  his  people — "  The  God  of  peace  shall 
bruise  Satan  under  your  feet  shortly."  He  will  do  it  at 
death.  They  are  then  taken  away  from  all  temptation. 
Riches  have  no  more  power  to  interrupt  their  religious 
services,  and  take  away  their  hearts.  There  is  no  world- 
liness  in  heaven. 

The  departed  saints  are  no  more  afflicted  with  dark- 
ness. They  can  now  read  their  title  clear  to  mansions  in 
the  skies.  They  have  no  more  hardness  of  heart.  Heav- 
en is  a  world  of  feeling.  They  have  no  more  fear,  for 
perfect  love  casteth  out  fear.  They  do  not  again  feel  the 
pangs  of  death.  This  is  a  blessed  thought.  The  wicked 
keep  on  dying  forever,  while  the  righteous  die  but  once. 
Bereaved  husband,  is  your  love  for  that  dear,  departed 
wife  so  strong  and  so  absurd,  that  you  would  fain  recal 
her  to  life,  to  die  again  ?  O,  it  is  enough  that  the  death 
pang  has  been  once  endured.  She  has  felt  in  her  meas- 
ure what  Jesus  suffered,  when  he  died  for  her  ;  and  now 
henceforth,  as  we  believe,  death  has  no  more  power  over 
her. 
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The  righteous  are  taken  away  from  the  evil^  that  comes 
on  communities  and  nations  for  public  sins.  An  instance 
of  such  deliverance  is  found  in  the  case  of  Josiah.  He 
was  gathered  to  his  fathers  in  peace  ;  but  the  nation  he 
governed,  but  could  not  reform,  was  chastised  with  a 
scourge  of  scorpions. 

Lastly,  the  righteous  are  saved  from  the  final  anger  of 
God.  When  the  eternal  storm  comes  on,  the  doors  of  ev- 
erlasting love  are  closed  upon  them.  Then  it  will  not  be 
said,  "  No  man-layeth  it  to  heart."  Every  one,  the  lost 
as  well  as  the  saved,  will  think  how  supremely  blessed  is 
the  lot  of  the  righteous.  Then  the  Balaams  who  have 
said,  "  Let  my  last  end  be  like  his,"  will  wail  in  utter  ag- 
ony, because  they  have  not  made  it  so,  by  following  after 
righteousness. 

The  deceased,  whose  remains  we  are  now  to  attend  to 
the  grave,  was  no  doubt  taken  away  from  the  evil  to  come, 
though  to  human  view  the  event  appears  mysterious. 
Could  she  not  still  have  been  a  blessing  to  her  now  mourn- 
ing husband  ?  Could  she  not  have  stretched  the  wing  of 
maternal  kindness  over  these  now  orphans  ?  Could  she 
not  have  blessed  the  society  and  the  church  by  her  influ- 
ence and  her  prayers  1  And  what  evil  would  there  have 
been  in  her  living  longer  on  earth?  God  only  knows. 
Her  time  had  come,  and  her  relatives  must  bow  in  silence 
to  the  Providence,  that  has  bereaved  them. 

We  see  from  this  subject,  that  Christians  must  die. 
Their  piety  cannot  save  them  from  the  common  lot. 
What !  cannot  a  Christian,  whose  influence  is  so  much 
needed,  be  spared  ?  Cannot  a  wife,  in  whom  the  heart  of 
her  husband  so  safely  trusted,  live  to  enjoy  and  return  his 
affection  ?  Cannot  the  kind  mother  be  allowed  to  train 
up  her  own  babes  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the 
Lord  1  Must  she  throw  them  uninstructed  upon  the 
stormy  sea  of  life,  and  leave  them  till  the  judgment  day  ? 
Yes  :  *'  Even  so,  Father,  for  so  it  seemed  good  in  thy 
sight."  Think  of  this,  ye  wives,  and  trust  not  that  the 
affections  of  your  husbands  can  save  you  :  you  must  die. 
Remember  this,  ye  mothers,  and  do  not  presume  that  the 
responsibility  of  your  station  will  throw  a  bulwark  around 
your  lives.  When  God's  time  comes,  you  must  die. 
Whatsoever  your  hands  find  to  do — and  I  would  speak  it 
especially  to  the  members  of  the  Maternal  Association  of 
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which  she  was  the  Secretary — do  it  with  all  your  might.* 
We  are  permitted  to  hope,  that  the  deceased  has  been  tak- 
en away  from  the  evil  to  come ;  and  we  found  our  hope 
not  upon  a  few  sentences  which  she  spoke  upon  her  dy- 
ing bed,  but  upon  the  tenor  of  her  life.  I  am  permitted 
by  the  friends  to  say  a  few  things  with  respect  to  her  his- 
tory, merely  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  and  exciting 
others  by  her  example  to  live  as  she  did,  so  far  as  she  fol- 
lowed Christ.- — It  appears  that  her  mind  was  called  quite 
early  to  attend  to  her  eternal  interests.  When  only  seven 
or  eight  years  old,  from  hearing  prayers  made  for  her  in 
the  family,  it  occurred  to  her  that  she  ought  to  pray  for 
herself;  and  she  then  commenced  the  practice  which  she 
followed  till  death.  I  wish  this  fact  to  be  remembered. 
I  do  not  mention  it  to  panegyrize  the  dead,  or  merely  to 
gratify  curiosity.  Let  the  young,  who  hear  me,  if  they 
have  not  begun,  now  begin  to  pray  ;  and  let  heads  of  fam- 
ilies be  careful  how  they  pray,  for  their  children  have 
open  ears.  She  was  dangerously  sick  of  a  fever  in  the 
fall  of  1820,  when  it  was  discovered  that  she  had  accus- 
tomed herself  to  pray  in  secret  for  five  or  six  years  past. 
But  her  friends  were  not  left  to  build  a  doubtful  hope  on 
that  circumstance.  Her  life  was  spared,  and  she  dated 
her  hope  between  two  and  three  years  subsequently  to 
that  sickness.  When  she  made  a  profession  of  religion, 
she  did  not  merely  appear  in  public  and  record  her  vows. ' 
She  went  to  her  closet  then  or  before,  and  wrote  a  solemn 
covenant,  and  resolutions,  which  she  there  adopted  before 
God,  recording  the  prayer  she  offered  on  the  occasion. 
Nor  did  she  lay  them  aside  and  forget  them,  but  often  re- 
viewed them.  She  also  thus  read  the  pious  resolutions  in 
the  16th  No.  of  the  Tract  Society's  publications,  with 
some  others  of  a  similar  character.  This,  I  believe,  was 
the  secret  of  her  holy  living  and  happy  dying.  And  let 
us  feel,  my  brethren  and  sisters,  that  we  have  need  of 
something  more  than  our  public  vows  to  keep  us  in  the 
right  way.  We  want  line  upon  line. — I  now  conclude 
this  discourse  in  the  words  of  the  voice  heard  from  heav- 
en by  John  the  Revelator,  ^'  Blessed  are  the  dead,  who 
die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth :  Yea,  saith  the  Spirit, 
that  they  may  rest  from  their  labors ;  and  their  works  do 
follow  them." 


She  took  a  lively  interest  in  all  the  benevolent  and  reform  Societies. 


